VISIT TO GREECE, 10-14 MAY 2006

	Name: Jacqui Christie
	E-mail address: jacqui.christie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

	Town Representing: Stonehaven
	Town Visited: Pyrgos, Messologhi
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	Examples of good practice identified:

A wealth of cultural and historical information available in Pyrgos and Messologhi.

Messologhi are working very closely with the natural environment and looking to expand on eco-tourism

Excellent people skills and hospitality were demonstrated throughout the trip.


	Contacts made:


	Name

Elenhi Diamomtopoulou

Nicolas Tzouanos

Maria Lejersted

Sture Fredrickson

Solweig Adlolfsson
	Position

Consultant for Messologhi

Greek Co-ordinator’s Assistant

Chief Executive, Stromstad

Head of Commercial Business Association, Stromstad

Stromstad Tourism
	Relevance

Details of problems faced by Messologhi

Information about many aspects of Greek culture

Details of their ‘Slow Food’ Initiative

Engagement of Business Associations in the community

Lead town on Partnership and Town Management Theme that I am working on for Stonehaven

	What did you get out of the Conference?

I discovered how a different culture operates, but equally many of the goals we are all working towards throughout the themes are similar.  One size cannot fit all, however, and progressing the project will hinge on working successfully with our cultural differences.

I strengthened connections with several people that I had met previously, at the bidding process for the project, and at the Swedish Conference.  I also met many new people.

	How, and to whom, do you plan to disseminate the information you have gained from the trip in Greece?

Through a report which will go onto the SusSET website which is linked with the Stonehaven website www.stonehavenguide.net and the local business association website.

In my new role as Community Planning Officer for the local area, I am striving to form new contacts across the whole community network and will bring the Project to the notice of as many people as is possible, through my role. 

	What actions do you propose to take as a result of the Conference:-

1. in pursuit of the themes?

I have been talking locally to people on a possible sub-project that can be under Partnership and Town Management, with a link to the Tourism theme.  This would involve utilising the existing SusSET website and develop a specific project, with a translation tool, that will allow each of the countries to input (in a manageable way).  This is only in the discussion stages.

2. in pursuit of the town groups?

The strong tourism link between the coastal towns can be expanded on, perhaps through a sub-project using the sea and sea produce that we all share.  The ‘Slow Food’ initiative that Stromstad are working on could be expanded across the other three countries.  This is in discussion stages at a local level.


