VISIT TO GREECE, 10-14 MAY 2006

	Name:  Heather Bisset
	E-mail address: heather.bisset@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

	Town Representing: Inverurie………………………
	Town Visited:  Pyrgos & Aegion

	

	Sector:
	Councillor  
	(
	Business
	
	Community
	
	Youth
	
	Officer
	
	

	

	Examples of good practice identified:
Greek hospitality was overwhelming.  Both towns were obviously trying to get tourists to come in the first instance to their towns.  Once there, I’m sure, tourists would find interesting venues and attractions.

I would actually have appreciated seeing something of the town of Aegion itself – and maybe spending some money there.



	Contacts made:


	Name


	Position


	Relevance



	What did you get out of the Conference?

Some interesting ways in which tourism was developed.  Euro money could also be accessed in ways that we hadn’t though about.

I would have liked to see something more positive about involving young people in our project.



	How, and to whom, do you plan to disseminate the information you have gained from the trip in Greece?

I haven’t stopped talking about Pyrgos and Aegion this past week.  I’ve told councillors, officers, various groups I’m on and businesses.  Most have been very interested and extremely keen to learn more.  Some of this, I’m certain, can be reinforced and further developed when everyone comes to Aberdeenshire in September.



	What actions do you propose to take as a result of the Conference:-

1.
in pursuit of the themes?

I intend being at our next Interreg Meeting, hearing the views of others and hopefully look for our next steps.

2.
in pursuit of the town groups?

I’ve already spoken, along with the representative from the Community Council, to this group.  They would be very keen to hear.




