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VISIT TO GREECE, 10-14 MAY 2006

	Name: Elaine Kivlichan
	E-mail address: Elaine.kivlichan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

	Town Representing: Inverurie
	Town Visited: Pyrgos, Aigion

	

	Sector:
	Councillor  
	
	Business
	
	Community
	
	Youth
	
	Officer
	 x
	

	

	Examples of good practice identified:

Young people being accepted as part of Greek culture – eg riding bikes around the square at night with no hassle from adults, and mixing with adults as part of social life.  From brief visit it did not appear that youths were seen as a separate group and being blamed for antisocial behaviour the way the are here.

With the Mayoral system in Greek towns and a more local decision making system, it appeared that this gave the towns a stronger sense of pride and identity.

Very relaxed approach to time management! – This should be a lesson for us in our deadline driven culture.  



	Contacts made:


	Name

Nils

Anders

Greek and Polish reps
	Position

Representative from Amal

Stromstad


	Relevance

Amal host a Blues festival and also have a Friday night event for young bands.  This was a positive contact for future exchange visits for young people.

Anders organises foot ball tournaments for young people and is interested in organising an exchange visit for youths in Scotland

Also made contact with representatives from Greek and Poland who were focusing on youth work in their countries.  No clear outcome envisaged at present, but that will develop further through the youth conference



	What did you get out of the Conference?

Good experience in terms of forming a wider perspective of the developing European Union. 

 Also clearer understanding of the Susset programme and how the Youth engagement theme fits into it.

Ideas for using the money allocated to the youth theme to benefit local young people and to fit in with the aims of the project.

Contact with representatives in our partner town of Amal in Sweden.  Discussed the idea of developing exchange links with young people, and also building on links with music traditions in Inverurie.



	How, and to whom, do you plan to disseminate the information you have gained from the trip in Greece?

Have had a meeting of all the representatives of the youth and community theme who attended the previous conferences to discuss our next steps in the youth/community programme.  The group developed a proposal for the next year, including how they will contribute to the September Conference, what work we will develop to support the youth engagement theme, and how we will contribute to the Youth conference next May.



	What actions do you propose to take as a result of the Conference:-

1.
in pursuit of the themes?

Apply for money to employ a worker to support the engagement themes.  Develop an open evening to showcase youth work in community learning and the community as a whole.  This is to coincide with  the September conference.

Plan an exchange visit to Amal for the summer.

2.
in pursuit of the town groups?

I have now developed a sub group of the towns team which will focus on the youth engagement theme and will use this group to inform me of issues/reguests that I need to take to the towns team group.
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